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Lilavati Hospital and Research Centre
Wore than Flealtbheare, Human Care

Hospitals in city step up
emergency preparedness

Mumbai: Amid escalating
tensions between India and
Pakistan, city hospitals and
doctors have begun organi-
sing various drives, ranging
from blood donation to safe-
ty drills, and shipping first
aid kitstosomeborderareas.

On Friday, Maharashtra
Associlation of Resident Doc-
tors (MARD) representati-
ves from the civie-run Nair
Hospital near Mumbai Cen-
tral organised a blood dona-
tion drive to collect 50-100
units. At Hinduja Hospital in
Mahim, the chief warden of
Civil Defenceconducted asa-
fety drill for120staff from va-
rious hospitals in the city.
“Theaim of thedrill conduc-
ted by the Civil Defence team
(which works under the Di-
rectorate of Civil Defence,
Maharashtra) was to train
hospital staff on how to
handle the situation after,
say, air strikes,” said Hindu-
ja Hospital COO Joy Chakra-
borthy.

Dr Akshay Dongadive,
who heads Nair Hospital's
MARD unit, said, “We areen-
couraging doctors on the day
shiftas well as the larger pub-
lictodonate. The idea istoen-
sure we are medically prepa-
red for any escalation.”

KEM Hospital's resident
doctorsareawaitingadmini-
strative approval Dbefore
launching their blood dona-
tion drive. “By next week,
KEM and likely other hospi-
tals will also hold similar
camps,” said KEM MARD
President Dr Amar Agame.

Lilavati Hospital has pro-
mised free medical treat-
ment to armed forces per-
sonnel and govt officials in-
jured in the ongoing conflict.

Doctors For You, a volun-
tary group of young doctors
set up in KEM Hospital in re-
sponse to the 2008 Bihar flo-
ods, 1s already 1n the conflict
zone. “We have rushed am-
bulancesand firstaid Kits for

the border staff,” said Dr Ra-

vikant Singh of Doctors For
You. TN




